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Greetings To You All! 
 
The summer season has started and the Auckland 
Highland Games were a great success.  The weather 
was ideal, with a little wind and not too hot. 
 
Katrine had suggested a new layout for the tent 
which we earlier tried out at home. It was much 
better and attracted more visitors than usual with 
new displays of tartans and some other posters 
brought back from the Gathering by Neil, Daphne 
and Suzy. 
 
 I hope you will call in to the Maclean tent at Waipu 
or Paeroa Games. Meanwhile we wish you all the 
best for the Christmas Season and a happy and 
prosperous New Year! 
 
And now a story from the Auld Kirk. 

 
The Padre was given an old Nissan hut in which to 
hold his services, but thought that it needed a bit of 
“brightening up”.  So he sourced some paint and got 
two Privates who hailed from Glasgow to do the 
painting.  They did a great job and even painted an 
arch over one of the windows by what would 
become the altar. 
 
Unfortunately they had chosen the words “Scotland 
Forever” on the arch.   The Padre said “That’s good 
boys, but don’t you think we should have 
something a bit religious?” 
 
“Leave it tae us, Padre! Leave it tae us!”, they said. 
 
When he returned later they had amended the 
wording to read  “ Scotland Forever and Ever.  
Amen!” 
Best regards 
 

!"#
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Greetings to Members and Friends! 
 
As we approach the end of another year in which 
we have all grown a little older and likely a little 
wiser, the abiding thought is just how much today’s 
world has changed within our various lifetimes, and 
how much we are now influenced as individuals 
and as a nation by what is happening world wide. 
 
The electronic and digital era means we instantly 
hear of problems and of joys throughout the world, 
become instantly affected whether emotionally or 
economically, and maybe even think at times 
whether individual effort really counts for much 
any more. 
 
I cannot help but think that much of our enthusiasm 
for things in life is conditioned by what we see and 
hear via the media, the internet and global dictates? 
This sadly leads often to feelings of “what does it 
matter what I do or think?” 
 
Yet if we carefully examine the history of our 
forebears and the peoples of Scotland, it is 
abundantly clear that despite facing enormous 
challenges and hardships, seldom was their spirit 
daunted. As Robert Louis Stevenson once wrote 
 “ For that is the mark of the Scots of all classes; 
that he stands in an attitude towards the past 
unthinkable to Englishmen, and remembers and 
cherishes the memory of his forebears, good or bad; 
and there burns alive within in him a sense of 
identity with the dead even to the twentieth 
generation.”  
 
Today I hear many comments like “our youth are 
not interested in the things that interest us; or where 
are the youth to help preserve our organisations and 
traditions?’ I say, surely we have much more faith 
in the youth whose thinking  and attitudes we have 
influenced, to think that when the time has arrived, 
when the need arises, they will not be found 
wanting. I am sure many of us of the older 
generation were not as enthusiastic as we are today 
about many things. Maybe it is also a challenge to 
us to persevere and not to doubt! 
 

I join with President Ian and all members of the 
Committee in wishing Clan Maclean members and 
friends the most joyous of Christmas and a really 
prosperous New Year!  In this rather hurried issue  
we are giving you some  scenes from the recent 
Auckland Highland Games, for we are now at the 
height of the Games season; and we have also 
written a brief history of our own “Tartan in the 
Park” which has become a significant event at both 
the Waipu and Paeroa Games. We look forward to 
having you support both in assisting us and in 
promoting entries to these two events. 
 
I hope to have another issue out in January which 
will return our sequence to the normally two 
monthly cycle. Please let us have your contributions 
and any news of yourself and other members of the 
Clan. 
 
I also remind you of the ongoing need to recruit and 
retain members for our CMANZ and with this issue 
are also Subscription reminders provided by our 
Treasurer Neil. If you have not received a reminder 
but are not sure of the status of your membership 
please do not hesitate to contact Neil or Katrine 
 
As we reflect on the past year the undoubted 
highlight for MacLeans was the Gathering in Mull 
and we have reported on that in past issues.  There 
are further accounts and  photos on many websites, 
including www.maclean.org, which you might 
check in to regularly for Maclean news, and also on 
YouTube.  Many of you can feel a real sense of the 
contribution that New Zealand Macleans made 
towards the cost of the new gates to Duart Castle. 
 
I hope you enjoy Hogmanay and of course Burns 
Day on 25  January. 
 
One quote I read recently was “Whisky may not 
cure the common cold, but it fails more agreeably 
than most other things!” Well whether you are 
trying to beat a common cold, or merely taking the 
wee dram for social reasons, do enjoy it. 
 
Best wishes 
 

$%&'(

 
EDITORIAL! 
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“May the roof above you, never fall in; 
May we below, never fall out 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gathering! 
 

FROM THE AUCKLAND 
HIGHLAND GAMES! 
 
The Auckland Highland Games of 2012 were 
greeted with fine weather and an excellent crowd 
despite many difficulties overcome by the 
Organising Committee. These Games in recent 
years have been held on the open park spaces of the 
Three Kings Reserve and it is thus impractical to 
implement gate charges.  Some difficulties were 
being faced when the new Auckland Council 
declined financial support for the Games, although 
this was overcome at the last minute by a  
”change of heart”.  With the merging of all local 
government under the Auckland Council it is 
acknowledged there are many events that Council is 
asked to assist with funding – after all Auckland is a 
multicultural city – but it is vital that those with 
proud Scottish heritage continue to support these 

games both through your presence and through 
expressing your views on the value of the Games. 
 
These Games have been innovative in introducing 
many new and popular events and it was great to 
see the efforts in introducing youth to those events 
which traditionally make up the Highland 
Heavyweight categories. 

 
Macleans in the Clan March! 

 

 
Massed Highland Fling with Massed Bands at Rear. 
 

 
 

CLAN MACLEAN ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW ZEALAND INC.  

MEMORABILIA 
 

Maclean Polo Shirts 
(State size and colour -normally made to 
order, price on application. Limited sizes and 
colours are in stock ) 
 
Duart Castle Note Cards  Pkt. 10        12.00 
           Pkt. 5               7.00 
Clan Maclean Pens (ball point)          1.50 
   or set of 3          4.00 
Wall Map – Clan Maclean Battles, 
Castles and Lands.          15.00 
(Discounted) 
 
Except for shirts and   please add $1 postage and 
packing per order. 
 
Please order from The Secretary 
 
Other Items – Tartan Bow ties – crafted by Katrine at 
$5.50 
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Historical Battles Re-enacted! 

 
Celtic Music Group 

 

 
Even the Highland Cattle came to Town 

 
Let’s See You next at One of these 

Events – 
 

WAIPU HIGHLAND GAMES 
I January 2013 

 
Waipu Caledonian Park. 

 
*  *  *  *  *   

Turakina Caledonian Society 
SATURDAY  26 JAN 

149th Highland Games 
*  *  *  *  * 

SATURDAY 9 FEB. 
20TH Paeroa Highland Games and 

Tattoo. 

 
TARTAN IN THE 
PARK 

2013 
 

This popular event will 
again take place at the 
following locations – 

 
142nd Waipu Highland 

Games 
 

1January 2013 
 

And 
 

20th Highland Games and 
Tattoo, Paeroa 

 
9 February 2013. 

 
This is a fun event to display 

the use of tartan both in 
modern and historical dress. 

Entry free! 
 

Sections for Girls and boys (4 -  
14 years), Toddlers (3 years 

and under) and for adult 
women and men. 

 
Get your garment design under 

way now! 
 

For more information contact 
Rhona McLean  (09) 437 7155 or 

by email rmclean@ihug.co.nz 
 

It is great fun for participants 
and the public alike! 

 
We welcome volunteers and 

ideas for these events. 
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TARTAN IN THE PARK 
 

This a unique event developed by the Clan Maclean 
Association of New Zealand and held in recent 
years at the Games of the Waipu Caledonian 
Society and the Paeroa Games and Tattoo 
Committee. 
 
Over the years it has attracted many entries and 
today there are many people who design and make 
costumes specifically for the event. 
  
Today the event has five different categories two 
for adult males and females, two for young folk 
(boys and girls) and a newer innovation for 
toddlers. 
 
The event is popular with the spectators and is 
general able to be completed within 45 – 60 
minutes. 
 
Contestants apart from (toddlers) are judged not 
only on appearance and the design of the garment 
(which must feature some tartan) but also on their 
knowledge of the origin  and significance of tartan 
they may wear.  Everyone is unique and we see a 
wide range of designs and innovation, sometimes 
added to by particular items of interest.  I recall one 
contestant at Paeroa one year, brought with her an 
exhibit of Ross tartan that had been taken in to 
space by one of the American Astronauts, Jerry 
Ross. 
 
We endeavour to make it easy for contest ants who 
may be shy and offer a friendly and supportive 
format. 
 
So if you or you family and friends wish to 
participate it is very, very easy – and there is no 
entry fee. If you have any queries please feel free to 
contact Katrine or Rhona. 
 
 

Christmas and 

New Year 

Greetings to 

Our Members 

and Friends from 

the Clan 

Maclean 

Association of 

New Zealand! 
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THE SCOTTISH TOWN 
THAT SHAPED AMERICA! 
 
In the ancient town where Scotland first dared to 
dream of nationhood, the reek of burning wood 
mixes with the salty tang of dried haddock hanging 
above smouldering kiln sticks.  It is the 
unmistakable smell of Arbroath, where they are 
justifiably proud of the 200 year old heritage of 
their renowned and unique delicacy. 
 
Ask anyone in the High Street, the Millgate or by 
Keptie Pond to name the Angus fishing port’s most 
famous export and those who live beneath the 
magnificent ruins of the abbey, which is so 
inextricably linked to Scottish history will, in all 
likelihood, declare it to be the “smokie”. 
 
But “red lichties” as Arbroathians are known, have 
even greater “exports” to be proud of, although few 
today would recognise the names  or even know of 
the astonishing achievements of Messrs Buick, 
Small and Moonlight – a trio whose names sound as 
if they belong to a crusty, if revered, partners in a 
rural practice of solicitors.  
 
It may not be long, however, before they are 
brought to life on the streets of Arbroath – images 
carved in stone or cast in metal that will reveal their 
towering reputations as well as their likenesses to 
the modern inhabitants of the town that made 
America. 
 
Separated by class, educations and the ages in 
which they lived, they had one thing in common. 
They left the place of their birth, each to pursue his 
American dream, and play a singularly defining role 
in the future of a nation. 
 
Farmer’s son David Dunbar Buick revolutionised 
the automobile engine, forging America’s love 
affair with the car and creating the biggest 
manufacturer in the world. The oldest marque in the 
US still bears his name and, coincidentally, a statue 
in his honour will be unveiled this Christmas in his 
adopted home town of Flint, Michigan. 
 
One time draper’s apprentice, Thomas Moonlight, a 
hero of the American Civil War, was a much 
decorated general who tamed the Wild West as an 
Indian fighter and then as a territorial Governor, 
destroyed the rat’s nests of Outlaws in the 

Badlands, opening up the Plains to a massive, 
civilizing migration of settlers. 
 
But perhaps the most influential was William 
Small, an 18th century scholar who inspired the 
young Thomas Jefferson with his tales of 
Scotland’s 14th century demand for nationhood, 
embodied in the Declaration of Arbroath – a letter 
to the Pope, signed by the Scottish magnates, which 
vowed that Scotland would never bow to tyranny. 
 
For years later, when Jefferson was tasked with 
drafting his own nation’s most famous document, 
the future President would pay tribute to Small, 
describing him as the “father” who inspired him to 
build the US Declaration of independence on a 
Scottish “bedrock”. 
 
Now members of Arbroath’s 300 year old Guildry 
Incorporation will discuss how to take forward a 
plan for a two hundred thousand pounds plan to 
erect statues in honour of Buick, Small and 
Moonlight. 
 
(Part of a Daily Mail article by Jim McBeth – to be 
continued.) 
 
 

EXTRACTS FROM THE 
DECLARATION OF 
ARBROATH – 1320 

 
“For so long as one hundred men remain alive, we 
shall never under any conditions submit to the 
domination of the English. It is not for glory or 
riches or honours that we fight, but only for liberty, 
which no good man will consent to lose but with his 
life.!” 
 
 
 

KAT’S GOT THE CREAM! 
 

An update from our intrepid traveler! 
 

This time last year, as the final term closed, I 
moved in to the bus permanently, with my partner 
Mike and we began a year long adventure touring 
New Zealand 
I have already reported about our time in the Far 
North and then our four month sojourn to the South 
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Island. As the snow fell in Southland we turned 
north and headed home to Waikato to look for 
work. This was far easier than expected as Mike 
was able to find work with an old friend. He had a 
two-week contract which turned in to six months.  I 
have found work in a café made from a converted 
bus and so I get up early to make the sandwiches, 
scones, muffins and sausage rolls. 
 
You might think this was the end of our adventure 
but not so. We work glide time and can come and 
go as we please. We have had trips to Taranaki, 
Taupo, Tauranga, the King Country and of course 
to my home in Warkworth. Many weekends we 
take off to Lake Karapiro to enjoy the tranquility or 
go to Raglan to go fishing. 
 
We have become quite the hunter gatherers.  We 
went on a turkey shoot in Piopio, got rabbits in 
Taupo, slaughtered hoggets on a friend’s farm, and 
have dined on wild pork and venison. Just a month 
ago we went to Raglan, out to the 50m mark, and 
caught 21 big snapper. (For the record – Kat caught 
the biggest one at 14 lb.)  
 
We have discovered a whole world out there that 
applies the barter system and in this way we have 
been able to keep the expenses down.  
 
A recent highlight for me was a trip to Dunedin to 
see Andrew.  I had arranged with him to attend his 
end of year recital which was an assessment worth 
70% of the course. I failed to tell him that his 
grandparents were also coming so that was a huge 
surprise for him. He gave a tremendous 
performance and has now graduated BMus. 
 
“Kat’s Got The Cream” has been super reliable with 
only a broken speedo cable in over 5,000 kms.  As I 
write this we have had the carpet ripped up and we 
are laying a laminate flooring. It looks wonderful 
and should be much easier to keep clean. 
 
We have loved our journey so much that I recently 
resigned from my teaching position so that we can 
continue our new lifestyle. We head north for 
Christmas for more fishing and diving. (Bring on 
the crays!)  Therefore I continue to offer my 
invitation to Clan members to keep a look out for 
“Kat’s Got The Cream” and to come and say hello. 
It does not take long to boil the jug and you will be 
most welcome. 
Catriona Hayward  aka Kat. 

 
 
 

 
 
 AN ASSN. OF NEW  
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT’S BEEN 
HAPPENING TO OUR 

CLAN PIPER,  ANDREW! 
 
(As Reported in Otago Daily Times of 12 Dec.) 
 
 

PRACTICE DIFFICULT FOR 
GRADUATE PIPER! 

 
 

Despite living in the Edinburgh of the South, 
passionate bagpiper Andrew McLean has found it 
frustratingly hard to find somewhere to practice 
without neighbours complaining about the skirl of 
the pipes. 
 
He will today become the first participant in the 
University of Otago’s bagpipe performance 
programme to graduate from the university. 
 
More than 310 Otago graduates, mainly in arts, 
music and theology, will graduate in person at a 
ceremony at the Regent Theatre, Dunedin. 
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“I’m really happy I’m graduating. I am glad I came 
to Dunedin and had this experience. At the same 
time , I’m sad to be leaving my studies in Dunedin, 
because I have so many friends here.” 
 
Mr. McLean, from Warkworth, north of Auckland, 
who will graduate in absentia, has strong Scottish 
roots and has played the bagpipes since the age of 
8. 
 
During a visit to Scotland five years ago, he 
attended a piping recital at the National Piping 
Centre in Glasgow. That proved a life-changing 
experience  and inspired him to devote himself 
further to studying the pipes. 
 
After completing a two-year music diploma at 
Unitech Institute of Technology, Auckland, he 
applied to enter the recently established bagpipe 
programme at Otago last year but was initially 
“devastated’ not to win entry to the limited entry 
programme. 
 
But after beginning his Bachelor of Music studies at 
Otago last year, he was this year accepted into the 
first year piping course, also winning the 
prestigious Alexander Leith Memorial Fellowship. 
 
Critics have likened the pipes to wailing cats, but 
Mr McLean hears a “very sweet sound” in a well-
tuned instrument. 
 
Nevertheless he has found it hard to find 
somewhere to practices and switched to more 
remote buildings on campus after practice at his 
student flat sparked an angry complaint from a 
neighbour. 
 
Cross crediting some of his earlier study means he 
has already completed his three bachelor of music 
studies. 
 
He will leave for Scotland early next year and 
hopes to pursue piping study at the National Centre. 
 
Editors Note! 
 
We at Clan Maclean Association of New Zealand 
congratulate Andrew on his persistence and his 
achievement and wish him well for the future! 
 
 
 

CLAN MACLEAN 
ASSOCIATION OF NEW 
ZEALAND INC. 
 
The Clan Maclean Association of New Zealand is 
a registered incorporated society having as its 
main objects the advancement of Clan 
fellowship, history and heritage. 
 
Officers  
Chief:   Sir Lachlan Maclean of Duart and Morvern 
Bt., CV; DL;   28th Chief of the Clan Maclean. 
Patron:   Dame Cath Tizard ONZ, GCMG, GCVO, 
DBE, QSO. Former Governor General of New 
Zealand. 
President: Ian McLean 
341 Mangawhai Road, RD 5,  
Wellsford                (9)423 9145 
kayzee@xtra.co.nz 
Vice President:   Arthur Dickinson      (9)535 7742 
val_arthur@orcon.net.nz 
Immediate Past President 
Alasdair MacLean             (9)534 5322 
roandal@ihug.co.nz 
Acting Secretary  
Katrine McLean 
341 Mangawhai Road, RD5, 
Wellsford                                                (9)423 9145 
kayzee@xtra.co.nz 
Treasurer / Membership Secretary    
Neil McLean                                          (9)444 3021 
44 Hiwihau Place, Glenfield, Auckland 0629 
 
Committee Members – 
Andrew McLean 
piper@andrewhayward.co.nz 
 
Donald MacLean (also Archivist)         (9)443 5049 
diandon@ihug.co.nz 
 
Daphne Stephens             (9)420 5073 
Stephensd@xtra.co.nz 
 
Suzy McLean 
56E Lincoln Street, Ponsonby, Auckland 1021 
 
Noel Robinson (also Newsletter Editor)    
(9)278 1834  Or   027 278 1834 
Please! 
Address all correspondence to the Acting Secretary, 
341 Mangawhai Road RD5, WELLSFORD 
Northland:  remit all monies to the Treasurer / 
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Membership Secretary, and address any newsletter 
items or genealogy queries to Noel Robinson, P O 
Box 23 642, Hunters Corner, Manukau City 2155. 
 
“The Gillean Call” is the Newsletter of the Clan 
Maclean Association of New Zealand and is 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Membership is available upon completion of a 
formal application and acceptance by the 
Committee. Subscriptions apply for the calendar 
year (our financial year) and are currently $20 per 
individual or family. Membership forms available 
from Committee members, Area representatives and 
at Clan activities and should be mailed to the 
Secretary. 
 
Subscriptions for the year 2013 are now due!. A 
three year membership is available at $50. Members 
are notified when subscriptions are due and should 
a further reminder not result in payment of fees then 
membership services, including the newsletter, will 
cease. Members are responsible for notifying and 
change of address.  Thanks to all who are currently 
up to date and we do of course welcome new 
members at any time. 
 
NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME! 
 
AREA REPRESENTATIVES! 
Northland 
Iain H MacLean   (Hikurangi)            0272 378 197 
Hawkes Bay 
Iain G McLean     (Hastings)              (6) 877 6604 
Canterbury 
Glenis McLean               0272 624 674 
Otago / Southland 
Allan MacLean    (Cromwell)                       (3) 445 3137 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS! 
(Please let us know about events in your area) 
 
1 January Waipu Highland Games 
11-12 Jan Waipu Pageant! 
12-14 Jan Hawkes Bay P&D Summer         

School  
12-15  Jan Auckland P&D Summer School 
16-20  Jan Summer Fling – Christchurch 
26 January Turakina Highland Games 
26 January Rotorua A & P Show 
3 Feb  KatiKati A & P Show 
9 Feb  Paeroa Highland Games & Tattoo 
 

 


